THE ONLY SOURCE OF 7RUTH & INSPIRATION

THE DANGERS OF EXTRA-BIBLICAL MATERIAL
BY PAUL M HANSSEN

1t

Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him. Add thou not unto his
words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar. Two things have | required of thee; deny me them
not before | die: Remove far from me vanity and lies: give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with
food convenient for me: Lest | be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the Lord? or lest | be poor, and
steal, and take the name of my God in vain. (Proverbs 30:5-9)

God’s Word is holy, pure, perfect, complete, and untainted.

e The Word of God is His mind given to humankind, written over a period of 1550 years by
approximately 40 men inspired and moved by the Holy Ghost.

e |t contains all we need for our spiritual journey in life.

e |t provides answers to man’s many questions; it consoles, rebukes, reproves, corrects, instructs,
and lightens the pathway for man’s feet.

e Within the sixty-six books, the wisdom, understanding, and knowledge of God are revealed.

e The Bible contains the secret mysteries hidden from before God created anything; these secrets
are presented for men to discover as they, too, are led and guided by the Holy Ghost.

e The word of God holds the breadths, lengths, depths, and heights of time and eternity that God
intends for mankind to know.

May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height;
And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the
fulness of God. (Ephesians 3:18-19)

God'’s desire is for us to be filled with His fullness. This cannot become a reality by filling one’s mind with
what is not part of God’s Word. The fullness of God is only found in that which is God and is from God.
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God’s Word was given by the Holy Ghost, and it can be received and understood only through the Holy
Ghost’s revelation. Attempting to seek knowledge and the fullness of God outside of God’s inspired Word
is the same as bypassing the Tree of Life to gain knowledge that God never intended for you to know.
Such knowledge does not fill you with God but with spiritual death, disease, doubt, confusion, and error.

Two things have | required of thee; deny me them not before | die: Remove far from me vanity and
lies: give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me. (Proverbs 30:7-8)

Agur, the author of Proverbs 30, asks God for two things:

1. Remove from me vanity and lies (vanity = evil, falsehood, uselessness, deception, falsehood,
emptiness. Lies = spoken words, lying messages, eloquent speech, iniquity, uncleanness, and
books)

2.Give me neither poverty nor riches (poverty = not having enough. Riches = accumulation, to grow
big, to have much gain)

Agur’s request was that God prevent him from being consumed by falsehood, deception, and empty
knowledge that neither profits nor leads to the fullness of God. Furthermore, his plea was that he not
be overfilled with wealth (which can also be the wealth of knowledge) and neither be given to poverty,
where inadequate substance would lead him to search for “food” in all the wrong places (or to look for
knowledge that God did not intend for him to know).

Agur went on to ask the LORD to give him food that was convenient for him. Convenient food is that
which God has appointed for any given time, moment, or season; it reflects God’s sovereignty in
providing what you need, and it is food, wisdom, understanding, and knowledge that were ordained
before time began to feed your soul and spirit by the author and finisher of your faith.

Looking for the wealth of knowledge outside of God’s eternal Word is a slap in God’s face; we may as
well tell Him that His Word is not enough and that its substance is insufficient. And yet, this is what a
multitude of Christians do today. Extrabiblical writings are read and studied as if they were God’s Truth.
The knowledge gained therein is then mixed with divine truth, creating a toxic cocktail of intoxicating
poison for one’s spiritual life. It is a poison of deception.

Agar’s prayer is not commonly heard among believers today. People either don’t care to know anything
at all, or they take matters into their own hands and, with curious and inquisitive minds, seek knowledge
and mysterious teachings outside what is convenient for them. This means seeking wisdom,
understanding, and knowledge in places where God never placed them or revealed His Truth. Such things
are found in extrabiblical material that is laced with Truth yet interwoven with falsehood, deception,
lies, myths, mysticism, occultism, witchcraft, Eastern religions, New Age philosophies, and folly infused
with the demonic powers of darkness from hell.

A word of warning before we proceed:

But if any man be ignorant, let him be ignorant. (1 Corinthians 14:38)



If you choose to stick your head in the sand and ignore the fact that knowledge outside of divine truth
can be, and is, destructive to your spiritual life, then so be it. | choose not to be one whose mind and
heart are tainted by writings laced with darkness, lies, and deception.

The first sign Jesus gave His disciples in response to their question about the end was, “And Jesus
answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.” (Matthew 24:4) Deception is the
most potent weapon of the powers of darkness in the last days. It is the devil’s spearhead in his battle
to conquer the hearts and minds of the people of God.

The main sources of deception are not coming through Hollywood (even though Hollywood is
demonically inspired and full of deception), nor are they coming through politics, governments, or
kingdoms (even though they are also oozing deception), nor are they coming through social media (even
though social media is one of the biggest sources of deception on the planet today). Rather, the most
hidden forms of deception in the last days are coming from the pulpits of churches across the world,
where men and women, teachers, preachers, and so-called apostles and prophets, are filling the minds
of gullible people with a mixture of truth and error. This is deception in the highest order.

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience
seared with a hot iron. (1 Timothy 4:1-2)

End-time deceivers are filled with spirits of seduction and with doctrines of devils. What was the very
first doctrine the devil ever taught humankind? — “Eat this, you will not surely die.” (Genesis 3:3-5). This
doctrine is still being taught among the people of God today.

The source of inspiration for those who depart from the faith is manifold; however, much of their
teaching is based on...

e Jewish history (much of which is myth and stories, but in many cases lacks any historic value).

e Judaism (Based on the Tanakh and the Torah — interpreted by Rabbis and Sages who deny the
Christ of God and who are not filled with the Holy Ghost that reveals all truth).

e The Kabbalah (and other Jewish writings such as the Mishna [The oral Torah written down in 220
AD to prevent the loss of oral traditions] and the Talmud, written in ¢ 500 AD to interpret and
give a comprehensive analysis of the Mishna and the Gemara — a commentary on the Mishna).
These writings are not inspired by the Holy Ghost but are demonically inspired texts laced with
mystic beliefs. The Kabbalah bases much of its writings on numerical interpretations of God,
creation, and the cosmos. This system of “revelation” is called “The 22 vibrations” — using the 22
letters of the Hebrew alphabet with 1-400 mystical, invisible, and spiritual vibrations that decode
your life and your destiny. And this is godly how?

e The Book of Enoch (Written between the 3™ century BC and the 15t century AD by multiple authors,
including Jewish rabbis and scribes) has nothing to do with Enoch, except a prophecy passed
down through generations that is attributed to him. Under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, Jude
refers to Enoch’s prophecy in Jude 14, but he does not refer to or endorse the Book of Enoch,
which is filled with demonically inspired visions that have nothing to do with God and His revealed
Word, quite the contrary.



(There are many extrabiblical writings mentioned or referred to in the Holy Scriptures; however,
they are not typically considered "inspired" in the same way as the canonical Bible. Rather, they
are used as historical sources or to make a specific rhetorical point. These references are not
endorsements or directions to study them.)

e Eastern religious practices and ancient writings (Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism, Taoism, and more)
are also used by many Christian religious groups who draw from these religions for knowledge
and inspiration. It hurts even to say such a thing.

e And many other “spiritual” and mystic compositions that are demonically inspired, destructive,
and filled with New Age philosophies (New Age focuses on individual consciousness, personal
transformation, and holistic healing, often blending Eastern mysticism, Western esotericism,
psychology, and metaphysics. Adherents emphasize self-empowerment and the belief that
humanity is entering a new era of enlightenment. Their centralized focus is on creation, not the
creator — stating that God is found in objects of creation; the trees, plants, living creatures, and
even humanity itself — “God is in you, you are god, you are filled with power and enlightenment.)

Jewish mystical writings about God, His Name, and His person are rampant in the church, giving a
distorted picture of the creator. Mystical “revelations” about creation, Adam and Eve, and the Garden
of Eden have been intertwined with the Word of God, which is inspired by the Holy Ghost. Even Jewish
history (filled with myth and fiction) is preached from pulpits today and presented as divine truth. We
cannot do that!! This is mixing truth and error.

I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another
gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of
Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which
we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say | now again, If any man
preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed. (Galatians 1:6-
9)

People’s hunger for knowledge draws them away from the Gospel toward anything that tickles their ears
and feeds their ego. Knowledge is power — even false knowledge presented as truth. We must be careful,
especially in this generation, not to mix truth with error or to add to or take away from truth!

Ye shall not add unto the word which | command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that
ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which | command you. (Deuteronomy 4:2)

For | testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall
add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any
man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out
of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.
(Revelation 22:18-19)



The main mystical Jewish writings that form the backbone of the Kabbalah are the Zohar (Book of
Splendor), Sefer Yetzirah (Book of Creation), and Sefer HaBahir (Book of Brilliance). There is also the
Mishna, a collection of Jewish oral traditions known as the “Oral Torah.” There is also the Talmud and
the Midrash, which, in essence, are interpretations of the Torah. The Kabbalah is a collection of mystical
writings also known as the “inner Torah” and “wisdom of truth.” The Kabbalah seeks to understand the
nature of God, or the Divine, how creation works, and the relationship of the human soul to God. It is
supposed to bridge the gap between the hidden spiritual world and the natural physical world. Does that
not sound like the mission of Christ Jesus? He is the mediator! However, the Kabbalah presents mystical
and mysterious ways, means, methods, and philosophies that defy the mediator. It does not recognize
a Savior but frequently refers to an unknown deity. These writings are not to be touched or devoured by
the people of God. They are anti-God to the fullest and full of deception.

Be careful not to seek truth or the divine outside of God. New age demons that roam the earth seek to
focus man’s attention on creation rather than the creator. This is a trap!

For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by
the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:
Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but
became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to
be wise, they became fools, And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made
like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore God
also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own
bodies between themselves: Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served
the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. (Romans 1:20-25)

Creation is not your provider; God is! Worship and thank Him only. Do not make any created form an
object of worship. This is idolatry, and God despises it.

The Bible is the only source of Divine Truth and spiritual inspiration.



